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Summary for Tobacco Free Partnership of Broward County Meeting
June 19, 2025, 8:15 AM 

Quick recap
The Partners provided updates on various initiatives, events, and programs related to tobacco control and prevention, including SWAT training, upcoming presentations, and efforts to improve smoking ordinances in public spaces. He discussed challenges and opportunities in tobacco cessation programs, particularly for pregnant women, and highlighted the importance of education and advocacy in promoting smoke-free environments. The Chair also addressed legislative concerns, including potential changes to FDA regulations, and announced plans for an upcoming awards banquet.
Next steps
· Gary to send notes and pictures about SWAT Fest to Barry for the June newsletter
· Gary to send a bio and headshot of the newly elected SWAT YAB Member to Barry for the newsletter
· Everyone to send Barry information about restaurants with smoke-free patios for the website
· Partners to distribute coasters to smoke-free restaurants once they are produced
· Everyone to submit award nominations to Claudia within the next couple of weeks
· Gary to coordinate on selecting a middle school or high school Swat club for an award
· Everyone to send ideas for a keynote speaker for the September awards breakfast to Barry
· Barry to reach out to Chip LaMarca about sponsoring legislation for smoke-free state parks and beaches
· Chris to contact Senator Rodriguez about supporting smoke-free state parks and beaches legislation
· Everyone to keep an eye out for mobile vape vans, especially at events near the beach
· Everyone to watch for updates on the potential defunding of the FDA's Center for Tobacco Products

Summary

SWAT Program Expansion Updates
Gary Blemur provided updates on various initiatives, including SWAT training with students from middle and high schools, who participated successfully with one student becoming a member of the statewide Youth Advisory Board SWAT (YAB). He mentioned that two SWAT advisors might not return, and he plans to find replacements before school resumes. Gary also discussed upcoming events like a skate night in quarter 2 and a field day in quarter 3 of the upcoming fiscal year, which will include team-building activities and involve students from different campuses. 
Additionally, Love Ondusko-Levy noted that the Tobacco Manager position has an offer pending, and permission has been granted to hire two additional health educators and a SWAT coordinator to expand the SWAT clubs. 
Gary concluded by mentioning that point-of-sale tasks have been completed for the year, with only one task remaining: searching for mobile shops over the weekend.

Reporting Illegal Nicotine Sales
Barry discussed his findings on a business selling illegal nicotine products and the steps he took to report them to the FDA. He mentioned filing complaints based on his research and observations, including checking the business's website and Facebook page

AHEC Tobacco Programs Update
Andy Cuddihy provided an update on AHEC's tobacco cessation programs, noting that they offer both in-person and virtual programs, with virtual programs becoming popular due to COVID-19. He mentioned the launch of a new in-person program at HCA Florida Westside Hospital and the relocation of Holy Cross-based programs to the Family Health Center. Andy also highlighted AHEC's annual conference on tobacco cessation, which took place in Bonita Springs. He also mentioned that their offices have relocated to the third floor of the Desantis Building on the Nova Southeastern University campus in Davie.



Vaping Presentations and Recovery Events
Barry discussed two upcoming presentations: one by Ethan Silver from the Truth Initiative about the vaping industry's manipulative marketing tactics, which will likely be done via Zoom in the fall, and another by a dentist focusing on oral health issues related to vaping devices, potentially scheduled for October or November. 
Andy Cuddihy also mentioned a meeting with Cassidy and Andy about a presentation at a Clubhouse in Boynton Beach, which will involve experts like Dr. Foy and Dr. Steven from Bart, and Andy and Aaron, to address recovery movement challenges.

Pregnant Women's Tobacco Cessation Program
Andy discussed the challenges of enrolling pregnant women for tobacco cessation programs and proposed creating a specialized, county-wide cessation program for pregnant women. He suggested using a virtual format to reach more women and emphasized the need for a stigma-free environment. Barry also proposed using his foundation's funds to support the program, potentially bypassing bureaucratic barriers. The group agreed to further discuss the idea and involve Andy's team if the plan moves forward. 

Local Tobacco Ordinances
Harrison Joseph provided updates on tobacco-free public spaces, highlighting efforts to improve ordinances in Plantation and the potential to leverage a contact with the mayor of Margate to address their lack of an ordinance. He noted that Miramar's ordinance discussions would be pushed to the next quarter.
Barry discussed the need to improve smoking ordinances in parks, particularly focusing on Plantation. He noted that their current ordinances lack specific definitions and enforcement mechanisms, suggesting a compromise between smoke-free parks and designated smoking areas. Barry emphasized the importance of clear signage and the need for a system where authorities can issue citations without creating confrontations. 
Chris Ricci also mentioned a potential new contact in Miramar who could help expedite the process of establishing tobacco-free parks in that city



June Newsletter and Communication Committee Updates
Barry discussed the June newsletter, requesting notes and pictures about SWAT Fest and a bio with a headshot for a newly elected YAB member. He mentioned writing an article about the recent meeting with the Mayor Nick Sortal in Plantation. Gary also mentioned a study conducted by FIU and United Way, inviting SWAT students to participate. Lastly, he updated the website with information about smoke-free restaurants, creating a QR code for posters.
Barry discussed creating a list of restaurants with smoke-free and vape-free patios, encouraging participants to send information about such establishments. He also mentioned the production of coasters, aligning their distribution with the launch of the informational web page on the topic. Barry highlighted the importance of promoting smoke-free patios through education and advocacy, noting that businesses can voluntarily choose to implement these policies. 
Barry also mentioned observing mobile vendors at events, particularly in beach areas, and discussed the potential for these vendors to operate at house parties. Barry requested any photos of these vans in the community

FDA Tobacco Regulation Concerns
Barry discussed the potential defunding of the FDA's Center for Tobacco Products, which could lead to the "wild West" of deregulation of vaping devices if approved. He noted that local efforts are limited without federal support, and he expressed concern about the political climate for fixing the issue. Barry also mentioned that a smoking ban in state parks legislation did not pass this year and plans to work on it again next year with potential bipartisan support from Senator Rodriguez and Representative Debbie Mayfield or Chip LaMarca. He advised keeping an eye on tobacco-related legislation, including tax exemptions and changes to the list of vaping devices.

September Awards Banquet Planning
Barry announced plans for the September awards banquet, which will follow the usual format of nominations, voting, and presentation of trophies. He requested nominations be submitted within the next two weeks for voting at the July meeting. Barry also solicited ideas for keynote speakers and noted that previous award winners included elected officials and guest speakers. The meeting will start at 8:35 AM with breakfast, concluding by 9:30 AM.
NEXT MEETING: July 17, 2025
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