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Summary for Tobacco Free Partnership of Broward County Meeting
May 15, 2025, 8:15 AM 
Quick recap
The meeting covered various aspects of tobacco prevention and control efforts, including legislative plans, community programs, and educational initiatives. Updates were provided on ongoing projects such as the smoke-free restaurant campaign, website improvements, and the SWAT program. The group also discussed advocacy efforts at local, state, and federal levels, and proposed organizing an awards breakfast to recognize outstanding contributions in tobacco control.
Next steps
· Barry to forward a copy of the newsletter to Ronnie and add her to the Mailchimp distribution list.
· Barry to build a webpage with a "backdoor" QR code for the smoke-free restaurant coaster project.
· Barry to create and send the QR code to Bill for the coaster artwork submission.
· Barry to find and distribute a blank template for award nominations to partnership members.
· Barry to contact Steve Einhorn for information about hosting the awards breakfast at Broward Health.
· Gary to coordinate student schedules for a meeting with the mayor of Plantation regarding the parks ordinance.
· Bill to wait for approvals on the submitted ad request.
· Claudia to distribute the updated beach sweep flyer to partnership members.
· Harrison to compile a list of communities without park smoking ordinances.
· Partnership members to consider nominations for various award categories for the September awards breakfast.
Summary
Legislative Planning and Program Updates
At the start of the meeting, we have a quick introduction from Doug Young of the South Florida Audubon Society. Doug was invited by Harrison Joseph of the Broward CHD because of the shared interest in tobacco free public spaces. Barry discusses plans for the upcoming legislative session to find a State representative and Senator to file a bill banning outdoor smoking in state parks and beaches. He invites the Audubon Society representative to be a guest speaker at a future meeting. 
Approval of April Minutes
The group approves the minutes from the previous meeting with a minor correction about the Sky Schools program. Barry mentions that updates on changes to the work plan and additional funding will be tabled until the next meeting due to absent members. 
Committee Updates
Committee updates are provided for the beach sweep and SWAT programs, including volunteer numbers, debris collected, and upcoming events. The SWAT update includes a discussion of the recent SWAT Fest. The point-of-sale task force will be integrated into the main meetings going forward, with a focus on zoning and policy changes. Lastly, 

[bookmark: _Hlk199401856]Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Initiatives
The meeting covers several topics related to tobacco prevention and cessation efforts. Andy Cuddihy discusses AHEC's role in providing tobacco cessation programs and implementing systems change in healthcare facilities. They are working on training behavioral health staff and developing relationships with hospitals to implement tobacco-free policies and referral systems. The group also discusses strategies for engaging with healthcare organizations at different levels and the importance of finding champions within facilities. Andy also mentions efforts to train future clinicians in tobacco cessation best practices. 
Local Tobacco Policy Initiatives
The meeting touches on plans to meet with the city of Plantation about park ordinances related to tobacco use, and there is a brief discussion about zoning regulations for vape shops.
Communication Committee
Barry updates the group on the newsletter, website, and smoke-free restaurant project. He has converted the website to WordPress, making it easier to update, and is working on adding recent meeting minutes and bylaws. Barry is also creating a page for smoke-free restaurant patios, which will include a QR code on promotional coasters. He discusses the need to create a separate, trackable page for the QR code to measure the project's impact. Bill confirms that the recruitment ad request has been submitted, and they plan to launch both the ad and coaster projects simultaneously once approvals are received.
Vaping Advocacy Update
Barry provides an update on educational advocacy efforts related to vaping and tobacco control at local, state, and federal levels. At the local level, there are no issues with vape shops on the FSU campus, unlike at UF. The city of Alachua passed an ordinance zoning vape shops away from youth facilities and including food truck language, possibly to address mobile vape delivery. At the state level, efforts to reverse the list-based ban on flavored vape products failed, as did attempts to classify heat-not-burn tobacco products as tobacco and make them tax-exempt. A push for smoke-free public places also didn't progress. At the federal level, the head of the FDA's tobacco control program has been removed, creating uncertainty about the program's future direction and funding.
Awards Breakfast Planning Discussion
Barry proposes organizing an awards breakfast in September and suggests starting the nomination process for various categories. He plans to send out a nomination template to everyone and aims to finalize the winners by the July meeting. The event is expected to be held at the same venue as previous years, with around 50 attendees and a light Continental breakfast provided. Barry encourages everyone to consider potential nominees for different categories, including SWAT clubs of the year.
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Next Meeting: June 19, 2025, 8:15 AM
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