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		Meeting summary for Tobacco Free Partnership Meeting, March 20, 2025




	
	

	Quick recap

	
	

	The meeting covered various updates and initiatives, including the success of the beach sweep event, the growth of the SWAT club, and the implementation of point-of-sale signage in stores. Andy Cuddihy reported on ongoing initiatives at NSU AHEC, including training on tobacco cessation best practices, new research findings on dual use of e-cigarettes and traditional tobacco, and collaborations with other universities and healthcare clinics. The meeting also discussed the potential benefits of using higher doses of nicotine replacement therapy, the status of various projects and legislative matters related to tobacco control, and the classification of tobacco products.

	
	

	Next steps

	
	

	• Barry to invite Dr. Ronnie Newman as a guest speaker for the April meeting to discuss the Sky Youth Biosocial Program.

	• Andy to follow up with Dr. Hummel regarding training for volunteer healthcare clinics on tobacco cessation referrals.

	• Harrison to coordinate the creation a SWAT training PowerPoint for media submission.

	• DOH Straff to continue efforts in setting up a follow-up meeting with Miramar regarding smoke-free ordinance.

	• Barry to update the partnership's website once the web developer provides access to WordPress.

	• All members to consider providing a standing column or blurb for the monthly newsletter and send it to Barry.

	• Andy to share information about the Mayo Clinic Conference on e-cigarette cessation with interested members.

	• Barry to continue tracking and monitoring tobacco-related bills in the Florida legislature and provide updates to the partnership.

	

	

	Summary

	
	

	SWAT Club Updates and Signage

	The meeting began with introductions and approval of the meeting minutes from the previous month. The attendees discussed various updates, including the success of the beach sweep event, the upcoming SWAT Fest, and the growth of the SWAT chapter. There was also a discussion about the implementation of point-of-sale signage in stores, which is mandated by state law. The conversation ended with a mention of the upcoming World No Tobacco Day and the progress of the SWAT club in different schools.

	
	

	Tobacco Cessation Training and Research Updates

	Andy Cuddihy reports on several ongoing initiatives. The team is providing training on tobacco cessation best practices to addiction and behavioral health centers, reaching over 200 people. They are also training medical, dental, and nursing students at Nova Southeastern University. Andy shares new research findings on dual use of e-cigarettes and traditional tobacco, noting increased risks for some health conditions. The team is working on a campus-based initiative to improve cessation services for students and collaborating with other universities on smoke-free campus policies. They are also partnering with HCA Florida for outreach events and discussing potential training for volunteer healthcare clinics on cessation referrals.

	
	

	Communications and Web Page Updates

	Barry discussed the communications subcommittee meeting of March 11, 2025, mentioning the February newsletter and the upcoming one scheduled for April. He encouraged team members to send press releases or updates for inclusion in the newsletters. Barry also discussed the web page update, which is in progress, and the need for access to WordPress. He mentioned reaching out to the web developer, Roland, for this and the need for a QR code for an online ad project. Barry also introduced a guest speaker, Dr. Ronnie Newman, who will present on the Sky Youth Biosocial Program for youth empowerment and treatment for youth nicotine addiction.

	
	

	Nicotine Replacement Therapy for Young E-Cigarette Users

	Barry discussed the potential benefits of using higher doses of nicotine replacement therapy (NRT) for e-cigarette users, particularly young people. He suggested that a study could show that using higher doses could be beneficial, as it could help reduce the need for cigarettes. However, he acknowledged that this would need to be studied before approval of routine use and that there is currently a lack of research on this topic. He also mentioned the need for more behavioral interventions specific to younger people.

	
	

	Tobacco Control Projects and Legislation

	Barry discusses the status of various projects and legislative matters related to tobacco control. Barry also talks about local-level advocacy efforts, particularly in Miramar and Hollywood. He notes that some federal rulemaking is on pause and could be affected by administrative changes. Barry expresses uncertainty about future developments in tobacco control at the federal level, citing inconsistent health initiatives. He then demonstrates a bill tracking system he uses to follow tobacco-related legislation, explaining how it alerts him to movement on bills of interest.

	
	

	Tobacco Product Classification and Regulation

	Barry discussed the classification of tobacco products, specifically heated tobacco products, and their potential impact on the Clean Air Act. He noted that these products, which do not produce smoke, could be subject to taxation and regulation. Barry also touches on the challenges of introducing these new taxes or fees, which require a two-thirds majority in both chambers to pass. Barry also mentioned the fast-tracking of legislation related to tobacco and nicotine products, and the creation of a list of products that cannot be sold. He expressed concerns about the accuracy and industry influence of this list.

	
	

	Tobacco and Hemp Product Legislation

	Barry also mentioned a bill related to hemp-extract products, which aims to regulate products derived from hemp. The bill, which was vetoed last year, is expected to pass this time. He mentions that the bill aims to restrict certain products, possibly due to pressure from the marijuana industry to eliminate competition. Barry explains that the bill includes provisions on testing, packaging, and percentages. He notes that there are differences between the House and Senate versions, but the bill has made some progress. 

	
	

	Meeting Adjourns at 9:32 AM

	Next Meeting is scheduled for April 17, 2025.
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