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Quick recap
The Tobacco-Free Partnership meeting in Broward County covered various topics, including introductions, approval of previous minutes, and updates on initiatives. The American Lung Association's State of Tobacco Control report for Florida was presented, highlighting the state's grades in different categories. The meeting also discussed challenges with updating a web page, advocacy efforts, upcoming events, and legislative priorities.
Next steps
Barry to share the historical grades PDF document with the partnership members.
Barry to reach out to Ellen Stelling about potentially presenting on convenience store drugs to the partnership.
Barry to contact Nick Sortel to arrange a meeting with Plantation Mayor before the end of the school year to discuss park smoking policies.
Barbara to reach out to School Board members (potentially Laurie Alhadeff or Debra Hixon) to arrange a meeting about tobacco issues in schools.
Gary to prepare SWAT students' campus tobacco policy implementation survey results for presentation to School Board members.
Barry to send bill numbers for the public smoking ban bill to Chris.
Barry to continue working on the website transition to make it more easily editable.
Barry and Bill to finalize the coaster project by creating the QR code and web page, then submit for state approval.
Partnership members to attend the virtual tobacco-free partnership training on Tuesday, March 4th at 1 PM via Microsoft Teams.
Barry to send out the full American Lung Association State of Tobacco Control report to partnership members.
Summary
Tobacco-Free Partnership February Meeting Summary
Barry led the February meeting of the Tobacco-Free Partnership in Broward County. The meeting started with introductions from the participants, including Dr. Barry Hummel, Gary Blumer, Lisa Ferreri, Ed Smith, Jenna Stein, Bill Amadeo, SSG Christopher Pierce, and Barbara Effman. The meeting also included a discussion about the approval of the meeting minutes from January, which were generated by an AI assistant and reviewed by Barry. The minutes were approved with a motion from Ed and a second from Lisa. The meeting also touched on the topic of the web page, which was being redone to make it easier to manage in the absence of John Michael. The conversation ended with a reminder to yell at the speaker when it's hard to hear on the computer.

Florida's Tobacco Control Report Discussed
Barry presents the American Lung Association's State of Tobacco Control report for Florida, highlighting the state's grades in five categories. Florida received an F in tobacco control and prevention funding despite spending $87 million, as it falls short of the CDC's recommended $194 million. The state also got an F for tobacco taxes due to not raising cigarette taxes since 2008 and not taxing cigars or e-cigarettes. Florida improved to a C in smoke-free air but still has exemptions for bars and hookah lounges. The state received a D for access to cessation services, mainly due to lack of mandates for private insurance coverage and limited Medicaid coverage. Florida got an F for flavored tobacco products as it has no significant restrictions in place.

Committee Updates and Initiatives Progress
The committee discussed updates on several initiatives. Gary reported on SWAT activities, including plans to visit schools, train members to meet with decision-makers, and expand to new schools with the goal of doubling membership to 50 schools next year. The point of sale committee had a productive meeting with Lauderhill officials about addressing hookah issues in restaurants and improving tobacco licensing requirements. The group is also working on tobacco-free public spaces, with Harrison compiling a comprehensive list of city ordinances and identifying areas for improvement. The communication subcommittee is developing digital ads for recruitment and designing coasters to promote smoke-free patios in restaurants.

Web Page Update and Maintenance
Barry discussed the challenges he was facing with updating a web page for a project. He explained that the web page was initially written in code by a friend, John Michael, and Barry didn't have the skills to edit it himself. He had to find a vendor to convert the code into a format he could edit using WordPress. However, he was waiting for the vendor to upload the new version of the web page before he could proceed with the project. He also mentioned that he was waiting for approval from the State for the project, which involved creating a QR code for a coaster. He also mentioned that she was trying to find a volunteer who understood WordPress to help him maintain the web page better.

Newsletter, Advocacy, and Upcoming Events
Barry discusses several updates related to the newsletter, advocacy efforts, and upcoming events. He is working on the quarterly newsletter with content focusing on American Lung Association grades. Barry reports on local advocacy efforts regarding point of sale and mobile delivery bans, with upcoming meetings in Hollywood and other communities. He provides an update on the federal menthol ban, which is currently in limbo at the Office of Management and Budget. For state legislative priorities, Barry mentions a bill to ban smoking in public places. He also discusses a recent Florida Tobacco Free Coalition meeting and upcoming SWAT activities at local high schools to monitor tobacco policy implementation on campuses. A training session for tobacco-free partnership members is scheduled for March 4th at 1 PM virtually.
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