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		Meeting summary for Tobacco Free Partnership of Broward County Meeting (11/21/2024)




	
	

	Quick recap

	
	

	The meeting covered a range of topics including the success of recent events, ongoing initiatives, and future plans in tobacco control and prevention. Discussions touched on community outreach efforts, legislative challenges, and potential strategies to promote smoke-free environments. The team also addressed concerns about the impact of political changes on tobacco control policies and explored opportunities for expanding their initiatives.

	
	

	Next steps

	
	

	• Barry to find and share social media graphics for the Great American Smokeout.

	• Lisa to drop off the promotional banner to Barry or the Health Department.

	• Barry to reach out to Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids about potentially presenting to the partnership.

	• Barbara to follow up on who owns the Broward County arena and performing arts center.

	• Barry to explore meeting with Nan Rich about making county-owned properties smoke-free.

	• Barry to contact legislators about filing bills for smoke-free state parks and beaches.

	• Barry to work on increasing the number of FDA compliance inspectors in Broward County.

	

	

	Summary

	
	

	Beach Cleanup Success and Post-Election Plans

	The meeting began with introductions and a review of the draft minutes from the previous meeting. The minutes were approved after a vote. The main topic of discussion was the success of the November beach cleanup event, which saw 432 volunteers and a total of 388 pounds of trash collected. The decline in cigarette butts was noted as a positive trend. The meeting also touched on the upcoming changes post-election and the need to work on these changes in the first quarter of the year. The conversation ended with a discussion on the success of the beach cleanup event and the need for more volunteers.

	
	

	Tobacco Access and Surveillance Updates

	Barry reported on the successful presentations made to the peer counseling group at Margaret Middle School, discussing key issues such as youth access to tobacco and the lack of park ordinances in some cities. He also mentioned plans to schedule more presentations at Silver Trail and other schools. Barry noted that the Swat Fest event is in the works, with a potential for student presentations. He also mentioned a surveillance project aimed at checking for required signage by the FDA, with students involved in the survey. Lastly, he touched on the limitations of point of sale due to the preemption clause in tobacco laws.

	
	

	Ahec's Role in Quit Smoking Programs

	Andy discussed the importance of Ahec's role in providing in-person and virtual quit smoking programs for communities in Florida. He highlighted their involvement in the Great American Smokeout, a partnership with Hca, and an event at the Broward Partnership for the Homeless. Andy also mentioned a training program with Career Source Broward, emphasizing the benefits of being smoke-free for job seekers. He pointed out that employers prefer smoke-free employees, and that smoke-free candidates tend to be unemployed for shorter periods. Andy also mentioned the increasing trend towards smoke-free workplaces, which can make it harder for smokers to find employment.

	
	

	Great American Smokeout Promotional Materials

	Barry and Barbara discussed the Great American Smokeout and the need for promotional materials. Barry agreed to look for graphics or resources on the American Cancer Society's Facebook page and the State Department of Health's media hub. Barbara suggested creating her own content if necessary. They also discussed a banner that was stored in Lisa's closet, which was used for a previous event. Lisa agreed to return the banner to Bradley or have it delivered to him.

	
	

	FDA Newsletter and Guest Speaker

	Barry discussed the October newsletter's positive feedback and its sharing with the FDA. He also mentioned his upcoming presentation at the United Way about referring unauthorized vaping products to the FDA. Barry suggested inviting the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids for a guest speaker event, highlighting their informative webinar on e-cigarettes and nicotine analogs. Lisa raised concerns about deceptive advertising, and Barry agreed, noting the legal implications.

	
	

	Victor De Novo's Story and Campaigns

	Barry shared the story of Victor DeNobel, a chemist who worked for Philip Morris in the 1980s and was fired for discovering a chemical that could be used to create a cigarette as addictive as nicotine without causing as many heart attacks. De Novo's story was the basis for the film "Addiction Incorporated." Barry also discussed the potential for a campaign to promote smoke-free restaurants and the possibility of using Canva to design promotional materials. He mentioned that he would reach out to contacts for more information and that he was working on a recruitment ad. Lastly, he mentioned the theme for the 2025 World No Tobacco Day campaign, which is "Unmasking the appeal, exposing industry tactics on tobacco and nicotine products."

	
	

	Nominations and Partnership Recruitment Plans

	John Michael proposed nominating two individuals, Dr. Leatherman and Dr. Wasim Maziak, for an award related to countering marketing tactics. He also suggested nominating Bill for his work in advertising. Barry then discussed a recent event he attended, the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event, where he interacted with many people and brought materials from the Department of Health for partnership recruitment. He also mentioned a plan to target the city of Summarized Way for a smoke-free parks initiative, with the possibility of reaching out to Mayor Ryan if the city manager does not respond.

	
	

	Addressing Delivery Bands and Marijuana

	Barry discussed the ongoing efforts to address the issue of delivery bands in Alachua County, which are causing problems in the downtown area. He mentioned that they are considering using age-restricted sale of age-restricted items as a solution, despite the lack of enforcement mechanisms at the state level. Barry also mentioned that they are working on language for an ordinance to tackle this issue. Furthermore, he talked about the potential legalization of marijuana in Florida, noting that it has been defeated in North Dakota for the third time. Lastly, he mentioned a meeting with a vendor that conducts compliance checks for the FDA in Florida, and the possibility of subcontracting with people who have public interaction experience for these inspections.

	
	

	Compliance Officers, Student Recruitment, and Funding

	Barry discussed the need for more compliance officers and the potential for recruiting college students and youth for the role. He mentioned that the inspectors could work as often as they get paid, but the turnover rate was high. Barbara suggested reaching out to Diana for potential student recruits. Barry also mentioned a meeting with Hollywood officials about zoning solutions for a new mobile business. He expressed disappointment about the potential delay in the FDA's menthol flavored cigar ban due to the new administration. He emphasized the need for more funding to speed up the FDA's authorization process.

	
	

	Tobacco Control and New Administration

	Lisa and Barbara discussed the potential impact of the new administration on tobacco control and cancer prevention. They considered the stance of Robert Kennedy Jr. and Dr. Oz on these issues, with Barbara expressing concern about the potential dismantling of agencies that support tobacco control. Barry suggested that the new rules in the House could help pass the repeal of preemption, and he also proposed the idea of making state parks and beaches smoke-free. Barbara suggested exploring the possibility of making the Broward Center for the Performing Arts smoke-free, as it is owned by the county. The team agreed to follow up on these issues and to prepare for the upcoming Tobacco Prevention Summit.
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