RESOLUTION NO. 729

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH,
BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA; SUPPORTING SB 224 AND HB
1059 IN THE 2022 FLORIDA LEGISLATIVE SESSION;
GRANTING CITIES AND COUNTIES THE ABILITY TO PROVIDE
SMOKE-FREE ZONES OR DESIGNATED SMOKING AREAS IN
PUBLIC PARKS

WHEREAS, Florida Statute Chapter 386.209 provides that the regulation of
smoking is preempted to the State of Florida; and

WHEREAS, the youth of our community and communities throughout Florida
currently play on playgrounds, athletic fields, skate parks, aquatic facilities and other
recreation facilities with inconsiderate smokers around the children providing them
unhealthy secondhand smoke; and

WHEREAS, a report by the United States Department of Health and Human
Services, the Surgeon General states that tobacco smoke contains over 7,000 chemicals,
including hundreds that are toxic and up to 69 chemicals that are known to cause cancer
and exposure to secondhand smoke, can cause numerous health problems and has been
linked to cancer and other fatal diseases; and

WHEREAS, the Center of Disease Control states secondhand smoke is generally
defined as smoke from burning tobacco products or smoke that is exhaled by a tobacco
smoker; and

WHEREAS, the current law prohibits cities and counties from estabiishing
reasonable smoke-free zones or designated smoking areas so that our young peopie can
enjoy playing on playgrounds, at recreation facilities, athletic fields or watching their
siblings play without encountering dangerous secondhand smoke; and

WHEREAS, SB 224 and HB 105 have been filed in the Florida Legislature for the
2022 Legislative Session that would allow cities and counties to protect the youth of their
community through the designation of smoke-free zones or designated smoking areas;
and

WHEREAS, SB 224 is identical to SB 334 which is being introduced in the 2021
Legislative Session. The staff analysis for the previous bill cites a variety of studies on
the significant issue of tobacco smoking in natural areas with litter consisting of used
cigarette filters, commonly known as cigarette butts. Cigarette butts are typically
comprised mainly of cellulose acetate, a plastic-like material that can take years to
decompose. It is estimated that of the roughly 6 trillion cigarettes smoked annually
worldwide, up to two-thirds of the cigarette butts are discarded as litter. Furthermore,
cigarette butts contain hazardous substances, and studies have shown these substances
to be potentially toxic to animals.
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NOW,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Indian Harbour

Beach that the city:

Article 1:

Article 2:

Article 3:

The youth in Indian Harbour Beach and throughout Florida deserve the
opportunity to play on playgrounds, play at recreation facilities, athletic fields
or watching their siblings play without encountering dangerous secondhand
smoke in a public park.

The City of Indian Harbour Beach strongly supports SB 224 and HB 105
that amends Florida Statutes Chapter 386.209 to allow cities and counties
to establish reasonable smoke-free zones or designated smoking areas
affording the youth and citizens the opportunity to enjoy these facilities
without encountering dangerous and unhealthy secondhand smoke.

The City of Indian Harbour Beach requests the members of the Florida
Senate and the Florida House of Representatives to approve SB 224 and
HB 105 and urges the applicable Chair Persons of the committees that
these bills are assigned with, to hold hearings on this important legislation.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Indian Harbour Beach,
Brevard County, Florida, this 26th day of October 2021.

ATTEST;
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Scott Nickle
Mayor

Sue Frank, MMC
City Clerk



